PRIM-ER Authorship Guidelines
[bookmark: _Toc295917021]Authorship of Manuscripts*

PRIM-ER team members should participate in the writing of the paper according to the guidelines of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE; see below).  Those who participated in conception and design, analysis and interpretation of data, drafting of the manuscript, critical revision of the manuscript relating to important intellectual content, and final approval of the manuscript should be included as authors.
Provision of study material or patients; collection and assembly of data; provision of administrative, technical, or logistic support; and obtaining funding do not necessarily merit authorship but should be considered on a case-by-case basis, especially when other contributions are included.  
Honorary authorship may be considered.
The Primary PI will oversee the assignment of authorship to ensure that recognition of authorship is distributed fairly among study investigators and not dominated by any one investigator or study center.
[bookmark: _Toc295917022]Authorship
a. Order of authorship shall be determined by the PM and approved by the PI.  
b. All persons eligible for authorship according to the guidelines of the ICJME will be listed on the journal title page with the designation that these authors are writing on behalf of the PRIM-ER investigators, indicated by including the tag line “and the PRIM-ER Investigators” at the end of the author list.
c. For journals that limit the number of journal title page authors, manuscripts will be authored under the byline “PRIM-ER Investigators.”  In this case the Writing Group will be listed in the appendix in the order as determined by the PM and approved by the PI.
d. Persons who have contributed to the completion of the study, but do not meet criteria for authorship, will be listed in the Acknowledgements Section in alphabetical order by site.  
[bookmark: _Toc295917023]Adjudication of Disagreements
a. Disagreements regarding authorship, which cannot be resolved by the PM, will be resolved by the PI.

PRIM-ER Statements 
NIH funding acknowledgment and disclaimers need to be included on all presentations and publications. Please see the language below:
· Funding Acknowledgement: Research reported in this publication was supported by 1UG3AT009844-01 from the National Center for Complementary and Integrative Health and the National Institute on Aging. Support was also provided by the National Institutes of Health (NIH) Common Fund, through a cooperative agreement U24AT009676 from the Office of Strategic Coordination within the Office of the NIH Director. The content is solely the responsibility of the authors and does not necessarily represent the official views of the National Institutes of Health 

*Guidelines apply to all manuscripts, posters, and oral presentations. 
All manuscripts, posters, and presentations must be vetted by the PM and PI prior to submission: 
· At least  one week prior for posters and oral presentations
· At least  one  month prior for manuscripts

The PM and PI must be notified of all accepted manuscripts, posters, or oral presentations . 
Writing Group Policies
In order to ensure that all investigators have the opportunity to participate and be recognized in the PRIM-ER papers, writing groups will usually include investigators from several centers.  Investigators interested in being part of a writing group should submit comments and/or suggestions during the proposal development.  Writing Group membership should be established before submitting the final proposal. 
Usually the manuscript proposer will be designated as the Writing Group Facilitator and first author of the paper.  He/she will receive written notification of all Writing Group members and his/her responsibilities as facilitator (see below). 
a. The Writing Group Facilitator is responsible for all phases of manuscript preparation, from conception through publication.  These responsibilities include:
b. Preparation of outlines, the identification of data analyses needed, and submission of interim status reports to the Publications Committee;
c. Assignment of tasks to Writing Group members with clear deadlines for completion of these tasks and determination that the tasks are completed on schedule;
d. Preparation and circulation of drafts for approval by each member of the Writing Group before submission of a Penultimate Draft to the Publications Committee and before submission to a journal;
e. Determination of the order of authorship on the manuscript.  A major criterion will be the effort and contribution made by each member of the Writing Group in the preparation of the manuscript;
f. Choice of a journal to which the manuscript will be submitted;
g. Correspondence with coauthor and journal editors.

The Writing Group Facilitator should contact each member of the Writing Group to discuss the outline of the paper, data analysis plan, and the responsibilities and assignments for each member.  Members of the Writing Group are responsible for performance of tasks assigned by the Facilitator within the allotted time period.  Each member is expected to actively participate in the preparation of the manuscript.
If a Writing Group member does not accomplish the tasks assigned to him/her and has not contributed to the manuscript, he/she may be removed from the Writing Group.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]ICMJE Authorship Guidelines

The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors has recommended the following criteria for authorship; these criteria are still appropriate for those journals that distinguish authors from other contributors.
a. Authorship credit should be based on 1) substantial contributions to conception and design, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data; 2) drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and 3) final approval of the version to be published. Authors should meet conditions 1, 2, and 3.
b. When a large, multi-center group has conducted the work, the group should identify the individuals who accept direct responsibility for the manuscript (3). These individuals should fully meet the criteria for authorship defined above and editors will ask these individuals to complete journal-specific author and conflict of interest disclosure forms. When submitting a group author manuscript, the corresponding author should clearly indicate the preferred citation and should clearly identify all individual authors as well as the group name. Journals will generally list other members of the group in the acknowledgements. The National Library of Medicine indexes the group name and the names of individuals the group has identified as being directly responsible for the manuscript.
c. Acquisition of funding, collection of data, or general supervision of the research group, alone, does not justify authorship.
d. All persons designated as authors should qualify for authorship, and all those who qualify should be listed.
e. Each author should have participated sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for appropriate portions of the content. 

Some journals now also request that one or more authors, referred to as “guarantors,” be identified as the persons who take responsibility for the integrity of the work as a whole, from inception to published article, and publish that information.
Increasingly, authorship of multi-center trials is attributed to a group. All members of the group who are named as authors should fully meet the above criteria for authorship.
The order of authorship on the byline should be a joint decision of the co-authors. Authors should be prepared to explain the order in which authors are listed.
Source:  www.icmje.org 

