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Copyright Policies for Rethinking Clinical Trials®:  
A Living Textbook of Pragmatic Clinical Trials 

Original Content Created for the NIH Pragmatic Trials’ Collaboratory 
Living Textbook 
All original content created for the NIH Pragmatic Trials Collaboratory’s Rethinking Clinical Trials®: A 
Living Textbook of Practical Clinical Trials (the “Living Textbook”) will be made freely available to the 
public, without any restrictions other than those noted in the Living Textbook copyright notice (please 
see Appendix 1: Copyright Notice).  

All contributors of original content must agree to sign a Publications Agreement acknowledging this and 
releasing (“dedicating”) their copyright to the public domain. Contributors are responsible for ensuring 
that the content they provide (in its original state as received by the NIH Collaboratory) does not 
infringe upon any other party’s copyright and does not contain material that could be construed as 
libelous.  

Contributors are also responsible for identifying any relevant conflicts of interest, financial or otherwise, 
that they may have. Contributors also acknowledge that any original material they provide is subject to 
editing, revision, and periodic updating, which may include the addition or removal of material by NIH 
Collaboratory staff or other NIH Collaboratory contributors. 

Contributorship Definitions 
Living Textbook contributors will be recognized as follows:  

• Contributor: Subject matter expert who contributes substantively to the development or 
revision of the content. Drafts the content and/or reviews and revises it for important 
intellectual content. The Contributor is accountable for the accuracy of the work. 

• Contributing Editor: Professional science writer/editor (NIH Collaboratory support staff) who 
collaborates with Contributors (subject matter experts) to perform background research and/or 
make substantive contributions to developing or revising content, subject to review and 
approval by the Contributor. 

Other contributions that do not fit into one of these categories may be recognized in the 
acknowledgements. 

Adapted Content Hosted on the NIH Collaboratory Living Textbook 
Contributors of content hosted on the NIH Collaboratory “Living Textbook” are responsible for observing 
applicable standards for the re-use and adaptation of previously published materials and third-party 
data or communications, as described below: 
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Attribution of Content 
Any content that is cited, quoted, excerpted, or adapted for use by contributors to the NIH 
Collaboratory must include minimal attribution elements such as those stipulated by the Uniform 
Requirements of the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors. 

Permission to Use Copyrighted Material 
Content contributors are also responsible for obtaining any necessary permissions for the re-use of 
copyrighted content from the holder of the copyright. This includes, but is not limited to, the following 
examples: 

• Figures, illustrations, videos, sound recordings, charts, or tables taken from published journal 
articles, textbooks, websites, broadcasts, or other sources; 

• Substantial portions of quoted text that exceed amounts permissible under the provisions of fair 
use as defined by U.S. copyright law; and 

• Unpublished data or communications provided by third parties. 

Please see Appendix II for tips on obtaining permission to use copyrighted material. 

Additional Questions 
Any additional questions about copyright or contributorship issues should be directed to the attention 
of Living Textbook staff editors at nih-collaboratory@dm.duke.edu. 

 

  

http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf
https://copyright.gov/fair-use/
https://copyright.gov/fair-use/
mailto:nih-collaboratory@dm.duke.edu
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Appendix I: Living Textbook Copyright Notice 
Except where otherwise indicated, material on this website (“Rethinking Clinical Trials®: A Living 
Textbook of Pragmatic Clinical Trials”) is dedicated to the public domain and may be freely downloaded, 
shared, adapted, or re-used. In cases where website content is noted as being under copyright, the 
copyright holder should be contacted for permission to share, reuse, or adapt the material. 

Additional Guidance: Attribution, Disclaimers, and Trademarks 
• Website content that is shared or reproduced without changes should be attributed to the 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) Pragmatic Trials Collaboratory and/or the Living Textbook, 
and, where appropriate, any named authors. Please see how to cite Living Textbook materials. 

• Website content that is modified, adapted, or edited must not be used in ways that imply the 
endorsement of personal viewpoints, products, organizations, services, or other commercial 
ventures.  

• The NIH and NIH Pragmatic Trials Collaboratory logos should be removed from any modified, 
edited, or adapted content.  

• Reference in this web site to any specific commercial products, process, service, manufacturer, 
or company does not constitute its endorsement or recommendation by the U.S. Government, 
the NIH, or the NIH Pragmatic Trials Collaboratory. Neither the NIH nor the NIH Pragmatic Trials 
Collaboratory is responsible for the contents of any external websites linked to or referenced 
from this server. 

• None of the material on this site constitutes medical advice, nor is it intended to guide the 
treatment or diagnosis of medical conditions. 

• The phrase “Rethinking Clinical Trials®” is a registered trademark of Duke University. 

Contact Us 
If you have any further questions about sharing, reusing, or adapting materials from the Living Textbook, 
or have any copyright-related questions about content on the site, please contact us at nih-
collaboratory@dm.duke.edu.  

 

  

https://rethinkingclinicaltrials.org/how-to-use-this-site/
mailto:nih-collaboratory@dm.duke.edu
mailto:nih-collaboratory@dm.duke.edu
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Appendix II: Tips on Obtaining Permission to Use Copyrighted Material 
When adapting or re-using copyrighted material, permission must be obtained from the copyright 
holder, which may or not be the author(s) of the material.  

Journal websites typically include information on how to obtain permissions to re-use published 
content; in many cases, publishers use a clearinghouse service such as the Copyright Clearance Center. 
Permissions available through such services can be obtained by filling out a web form and (when 
applicable) paying a fee for the permission, which is typically made available immediately. An additional 
notification letter to the author(s) of the work being adapted may be appropriate as a courtesy, but is 
not itself sufficient to secure permissions for re-use in any case where the author is not the sole holder 
of copyright. 

In cases where copyright is not transferred to the publisher, permission must be sought from the 
original author or other copyright holder. 

Adapting Material Published under Creative Commons Licenses 
Material published under Creative Commons (CC) licenses, such as some open-access journal articles, 
can be adapted and/or reused according to the specific stipulations of the CC license. See descriptions of 
available CC licenses for more information. 

Adapting Material in the Public Domain 
Copyright does not apply to works that are in the public domain in the United States. Such material can 
be freely adapted and used without permission, although it must be appropriately attributed, as 
described above. Work in the public domain includes (but is not limited to) the following examples: 

• Works for which the term of copyright has expired; 
• Works produced U.S. federal government employees; and 
• Works released (“dedicated”) to the public domain by the copyright holder. 

Copyright is typically awarded for a finite period of time, but the length of that period depends upon 
variables such as when the work was created and/or published and the national and international laws 
that may apply. For more information, this table lists various points at which works pass into public 
domain under U.S. law. 
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http://www.copyright.com/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-types-examples/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-types-examples/
http://fairuse.stanford.edu/Copyright_and_Fair_Use_Overview/chapter8/8-a.html
http://copyright.cornell.edu/resources/publicdomain.cfm
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