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Disclosures 

Conducting clinical studies in which participating hospitals and 
nursing homes are receiving contributed antiseptic product 
from Sage Products, Molnlycke, 3M, Clorox, and Xttrium 

Sage Products and Molnlycke contributed products to the 
participants of the ABATE Infection Trial 

Contributing companies have no role in the design, conduct, 
analysis or publication of these studies. 



 

 

ABATE Infection Trial 
Active Bathing to Eliminate Infection 

Trial Design 

 2-arm cluster randomized trial 

 53 HCA hospitals and 194 adult non critical care units 

 Includes: adult medical, surgical, step down, oncology 

 Excludes: rehab, psych, peri-partum, BMT 

Arm 1: Routine Care 

 Routine policy for showering/bathing 

Arm 2: Decolonization 

 Daily CHG shower or CHG cloth bathing routine for all patients 

 Mupirocin x5 days if MRSA+ by history, culture, or screen 
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Outcomes 

Primary Outcomes 

• Unit-attributable clinical cultures with MRSA and VRE 

Additional Outcomes 

• Bloodstream infections: all pathogens 

• Bloodstream contaminants 

• Unit-attributable clinical cultures with GNR MDRO 

• Unit-attributable clinical cultures with C. difficile 

• Urinary tract infections: all pathogens 

• 30 day readmissions (total and infectious) 

• Emergence of resistance (strain collection) 

• Cost effectiveness 
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Trial Timeline 

Nov 2012 
Feb 2013 

• Recruitment 

•Eligibility 
Surveys 

Apr Sept 
2013 

• IRB 
Ceding 

Nov 2013 

•Randomi 
-zation 

Apr May 
2014

Mar 2014 

•Arm 2 
Site 
Training 

•Phase-in 
(Arm 2) 

Jun 2014 

• Interven-
tion Start 

Feb 2016 

•End of 
Trial 





Top 3 Lessons Learned 



 

Operational Expertise is Essential 

Intervention insights 

• Processes for approvals 

• Expected time to change 

• Expected variation 

• Expected training lapses 

Tracking and Data 

• Supply chain 

• Compatibility 

• Tracking 

• Legacy systems 
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Culture Change is Hard 

Logo Helps 
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Culture Change is Hard 

Color Helps 
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Culture Change is Hard 

FAQs and Talking Points 
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Culture Change is Hard 

Public Accountability 

March 1-7 March 8-14 March 15-21 

Hospital % CHG % Compliance % CHG % Compliance % CHG % Compliance 
A Missing Missing Missing 

B Missing Missing Missing 
C 61% 79% 61% 79% 58% 78% 
D 86% 94% 88% 95% 86% 96% 
E Missing Missing Missing 
F 58% 80% 56% 79% 62% 85%* 

G 56% 79% 51% 80% 69% 96% 
H 48% 67% 45% 75% 37% 64% 
I Missing Missing Missing 
J Missing Missing Missing 
K 68% 93% 68% 93% 68% 93% 
L Missing Missing Missing 
M 70% 96% 70% 96% 70% 96% 
N 81% 92% 81% 92% 81% 92% 

O 65% 92% Missing 63% 85% 
P 69% 69% 69% 69% 68% 68% 
Q 73% 87%* 73% 87% 69% 83% 
R 61% 91% 66% 91% 64% 88% 
S 71% 82% 70% 83% 52% 67% 

1 unit missing 

2 or more units missing 

<85% compliance 

>85% compliance 
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Data Solutions are Key 

Compliance reports 

• Manual  Electronic 

Strain Collection Report 

• Manual  Electronic 

REDUCE MRSA Trial 
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Data Solutions are Key 

Compliance reports 

• Manual  Electronic 

Strain Collection Report 

• Manual  Electronic 

ABATE Infection Trial 

Baseline Isolates 
Confirmed 

Intervention Isolates 
Confirmed 

Total Isolates 
Confirmed 

4263 2884 7147 

Capture by laboratories > 90% 
Focused entirely on attributable isolates 
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Top Lessons Learned 

• Operational expertise is essential 

• Culture change is hard 

• Data solutions are key 

Questions? 
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